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Expression of Interest Information

Funding opportunity: Arts-based creative participatory action research project to boost women’s engagement in mental health research.


We are delighted to inform you about this opportunity to secure funding to deliver a community research project that reflects your interests and community. 

This funding opportunity is designed to support community-led projects that generate meaningful insights and drive positive change at a local level. We believe that communities are the experts on their own experiences, and we're eager to support your efforts in exploring the issues that matter most to you. This is your chance to combine your passion for your community with the power of research. 


Introduction:

The Mental Health Research Engagement Network (REN) project seeks Expressions of Interest (EOI) from suitably experienced Community Researchers supported by a relevant Voluntary Community Social Enterprise (VCSE) Organisation to conduct an arts-based creative participatory action research project. 
[bookmark: _Hlk182984768]The community research project will seek to Boost women’s engagement in mental health research through creative participatory action projects led by community researchers. The research must involve one of the following groups of women or people who use women's healthcare services. 

1. Homeless 
2. Neurodivergent 
3. Black and racially minoritised with English not their first language
4. Isolated older (50+) and living in East Brighton 
5. Trans, Non-Binary & Intersex groups (TNBI).


Project Description:

Using a Community Research approach, projects should utilise arts-based research to engage participants in a collaborative research project. Possible art forms include but are not limited to:

· Visual arts (painting, drawing, sculpture, photography, collage)
· Performing arts (theatre, dance, music)
· Creative writing (poetry, storytelling)
· Digital media (filmmaking, animation, interactive installations)

In addition, projects should employ a participatory action research approach, meaning participants should be involved in determining the research content. 

Applicants for this funding will be required to demonstrate community research experience. Successful projects will likely have partners or collaborators to support their design and delivery.

Kindly remember the purpose of your research project should be to identify how to enhance the target groups' willingness to engage and/or participate in mental health research.  This should be an essential element of your project’s outcome.   

a) Project Timeline

	Activity 

	Date.

	Applications for Expression of Interest (EOI) open
	17th December 2024

	Information and Guidance sessions for applicants
	11th December 2024

	Submission date for EOI
	10th February 2025

	Decision period
	10th – 24th February 2025

	Decision of EOI announcement 
	W/c 24th February 

	First development payment of £1,000
	W/c 3rd  March 2025

	Drafting of detailed application 
	3rd – 28th March 2025

	Submission and presentation of detailed application 
	31st March – 14th April 2025 

	Project agreement 
	W/c 21st April 2025

	Project starts
	30th April 2025

	Second payment of £6,000 for project delivery 
	30th May 2025

	Project end 
	31st August 2025



All projects start after 30 April 2025 and conclude by August 2025.


b) Eligibility Criteria:

Community researchers applying for this funding must:

· Be hosted by one of the named VCSE partners who will support the design and delivery of the project. The VCSE partners are:
· The Clare Project
· Crawley Community Action
· Diversity Resource International
· East Brighton Health Forum
· HERA-Healing Expressive & Recovery Arts
· Justlife
· SEDSConnective
· Sussex Interpreting Services
· Stonepillow
· Brighton & Hove Switchboard
· Trust for Developing Communities
· Turning Tides
· Voluntary Action Arun and Chichester

· Design a project that works with one of the five identified groups/communities this project targets.
· Have a strong understanding of ethical considerations related to community-based research.
· Have the ability to work collaboratively with diverse communities and groups of people.
· Be willing to explore partnerships and collaborations with researchers from academia, health & social care and clinical research departments. The REN project leadership will support community researchers to meet and identify potential health & care and academic researcher partners.
· Demonstrate commitment to supporting and disseminating research findings in accessible and engaging formats.
Show a commitment to supporting the Susses Research Engagement Network Aims. The link to this information on the Expression of Interest process includes a reminder of these aims. 
Joint or partnership bids between researchers and VCSE organisations are permissible. However, they are limited to applying to the maximum amount of £7,000 per project.

c) Ineligible for funding:

· Research projects that have already begun before April 30th 2025. Applications can be submitted to work with existing projects, providing they are not research projects  
· Projects that do not involve working with one of the five listed target groups  
· Projects that do not adopt a community research approach
· Projects that aren’t hosted by one of the named VCSE organisations



d) EOI Requirements:

Interested applicants must use the adjoining application form to apply for this funding: this form requires the following information. (1,000 words maximum)

1. Project Summary: (600 words) Provide a concise overview of the proposed project, including:
· Research Focus: Clearly state the specific issue or topic your project will address.
· Target Population: Describe the community or group you plan to work with. Provide your background and experience working with this group.
· Arts-Based Methods: Outline the specific art forms and creative approaches you might utilise. Include your rationale for choosing the art-form approach you have decided upon.
· Anticipated Outcomes: Explain the project's expected impact and how findings will be shared.
2. Applicant Experience: (200 words) Briefly describe your community research/engagement experience and expertise relevant to this project.
3. Partners: (200 words) List the people or organisations working with you, including your VCSE host, to deliver your project. Describe their role and how they will help you ensure your project is successful. Please also state if their involvement is confirmed or expected.

Applicants are not required to have undertaken specific community or qualitative research training. However, they must demonstrate in their application an understanding of the purpose and principles of Community Research and how these principles will be applied to the project they are proposing. 




e) Submission:

Please submit your EOI electronically to Terry Adams at terryadams@trustdevcom.org.uk and copy info@trustdevcom.org.uk by midnight on Monday, February 10, 2025.

Applications for this funding cannot be accepted after this date. 


f) Selection Process:

EOIs will be reviewed by a selection panel representing the following.
1. Community Researcher - to be confirmed (not applying for funding)
2. VCSE representative – to be confirmed (not applying for funding)
3. Palo Almond – HRP PCIE - BSMS
4. Dr Nina Lockwood, Brighton and Sussex Medical School or representative from the Women's mental health research group Brighton and Sussex Health Research Partnership - BSMS
5. Maddy Bell, NIHR Research Delivery Network (RDN) Research Delivery Network | NIHR
6. Dr Sam Robertson SPFT Research themes: Sussex Partnership NHS Foundation Trust

The assessment of EOI will be based on the following criteria:
· Alignment with the project goals and objectives.
· Realistic ambition of the project.
· Feasibility and clarity of the proposed project.
· Applicant's skills and experience.

Applicants whose EOI have been accepted will be invited to submit a full proposal.



g) Funding Available:

£ 7,000 is available to apply for the delivery of a project. This sum will be paid in two instalments as follows.

Stage One: Each successful EOI will receive £1,000. With this funding, the community researcher, with support from their host VCSE, will produce a further document and budget that describes their project in more detail. This will include determining and confirming the extent and nature of support from the VCSE organisation, partnering researchers from the Applied Research Collaboration, and personnel.

Stage Two: Once the Community Researcher and host VCSE have produced the detailed research plan and budget to the satisfaction of the delivery panel, the remaining £6,000 will be released to the community researcher.

Should you require more information on this funding, please get in touch with terryadams@trustdevcom.org.uk.

Contact Information:
Terry Adams: Community Development Researcher
Trust for Developing Communities 
terryadams@trustdevcom.org.uk
https://www.trustdevcom.org.uk
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