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Funding opportunity: Arts-based creative participatory action research project to boost women’s engagement in mental health research.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Can community researchers working together/jointly apply for this funding? 
Yes. Two or more community researchers can work jointly to devise and deliver a community research project for this funding. However, they can only jointly apply for a maximum of £7,000.

Can a community researcher submit more than one bid? 
Yes. However, they must demonstrate in their application that they can deliver two projects concurrently and acknowledge the other funding application.

Can a VCSE host more than one bid? 
We will only support one bid per VCSE. If VCSEs work with community researchers to apply for more than one award, only one will be successful. 

When will we know if our project has been successful?
We will seek to provide the outcomes of the application week commencing the 24th of February 2025.

What happens if my project is not successful?
Unsuccessful applicants will receive feedback on their applications. 
Given that we expect the application process to be competitive, we will not be able to fund projects even though they meet all the criteria and, in principle, would deliver objectives in line with the funding's aim. 
 
Do community researchers have to have experience with the art forms they choose to work with?
No, we are asking community researchers to include or adopt an art-based creative approach because evidence has shown it can enhance and encourage participation. However, for community researchers with no experience in arts-based creative participatory action research, we would expect them to have sought advice on their use of arts and creativity for their project. 

Do community researchers have to lead the arts-based activity in their project?
No, they can contract or commission an artist or creative specialist to perform the creative and artistic elements of their project.

What forms of art can we use in arts-based creative participatory action research?  
All art forms and creativity can be used in this project. In a research project, arts-based research methods involve using one or more art forms, such as drawing, painting, theatre performance, music, storytelling, or poetry. Researchers can employ arts methods at different points in the research process: to collect or create data, to interpret and analyse it, or to present and share findings.  

The choice of art or creativity used in your projects is yours. In your application, you should provide the reasons and rationale for choosing that art form or creativity and how you expect it to contribute to your outcomes.

You can use any appropriate art to enhance and encourage your research respondents to participate in your project. The art form you choose to use is optional.

What outputs are you looking for from the Research projects?
As we have stated, your project’s objective is to identify approaches that Boost women’s engagement in mental health research. Ideally, the project would conclude with an emphasis on action and impact. At the end of the project, women’s engagement in mental health research will improve for at least those directly participating, and even better, the action will have a broader impact.

What type of report must I produce at the end of my project? 
We expect you to provide documentation (this does not have to be written; it could be audio or video) of your research as an impact case study. This will allow your research to be reviewed. Therefore, we expect you to produce a review of your project, including the process you undertook and the findings from your research. Your impact study should also include the difference your research has made to those who have engaged with it.

How you produce your impact case study and the format you use is your choice.

How will I know if my end-of-project documentation is what you require?
We will provide report writing training before the end of your project. The emphasis of this training will be on structuring and writing an impact case study. We will also offer to review your impact case study report before you publish it.

How do successful applications get their funding?
The funding will be made in two instalments, one of which is £1,000, to support the project's further development. The second instalment of £6,000 will be paid once the Sussex REN Leadership Team has agreed on the project's details. The amounts will be paid to the VCSE organisation and passed on to the community researcher.

Can I pay myself to work on and deliver the project?
Yes. We expect the project budget will include a fee for the time you spend on your project. In the first instance, the grant will be paid to your host VCSE, and then they will pay you from the award.

Can the funding be used to buy equipment?
Yes. However, in your detailed application, you must justify purchasing equipment and provide evidence that you have adopted a cost-effective approach to the equipment for your project. 

Do I have to pay the VCSE I work with from the funding? 
The arrangements between community researchers and VCSE organisations are to be determined. The nature and extent of support offered by VCSE organisations will vary according to the community researcher and the nature of the proposed project. Community researchers and VCSE organisations should negotiate whether and to what extent they receive a fee from the project award.





If you have any more questions, please get in touch with Terry Adams at
terryadams@trustdevcom.org.uk
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